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82 DR. "WORCESTER. 

leisure hours, and rainy weather. About this time I procured a dictionary, which was the 
first I ever had the privilege of perusing, though I was then in my eighteenth year." 

On the day he was twenty-one, Dr. VV. was married, and settled upon a farm with no ex- 
pectation of any higher sphere or destiny. Three years after, he moved from Plymouth, 
N. H., to Thornton, in the same State, and there made a public profession of religion. Af- 
ter joining the church, "he formed the habit, he says, ' of examining religious subjects by 
writing short dissertations ou different questions.' He thus went through a long process of 
self-education ; not so much, as is apparent, from views of ulterior advantage, as simply 
from the activity of his own mind, and for the satisfaction of his thoughts. This he did in 
the midst of many hindrances. With an increasing family, and no means of subsistence 
but the labor of his own hands, he yet contrived to make time for the studies that inter- 
ested him. In order to do this, it was necessary to subject himself to ' excessive labor while 
at work ;' to snatch intervals as he could between school hours in the winter, on the Sab- 
bath, and in the night when others were sleeping. At this period and for many years after, 
he employed himself a portion of the time in shoe-making ; and much of his studying and 
writing was done while he sat at work upon his bench. At the end of the bench lay his 
lap-board, with his pen, ink and paper upon it. When thoughts came upon him clearly, 
and were ready to be expressed, he laid down his shoe, placed the lap-board on his knees, 
and wrote ' nearly half of all that he wrote on religious subjects, before he began to 
preach,— including the five sermons which formed his stock to begin with, and the first 
pamphlet which he ever published." 

In 17S6 Dr. W. was licensed, at the age of twenty-eight, to preach the gospel, and was 
ordained the year following in the place of his residence, over a small Congregational So- 
ciety too poor for his adequate support j yet he remained with them more than twenty 
years, and even after he changed his views respecting the Trinity, and published them in 
his " Bible News." In consequence of this change, he was appointed editor of the Chris- 
tian Disciple, and removed in 1S13 to Brighton ; but he relinquished the editorship of that 
work in 1818, and commenced the publication in quarterly numbers, of The Friend of 
Peace, which he sustained almost exclusively with his own pen for ten years, up to the 
time of his retiring, at the age of seventy, from public life in 1828. From this date to his 
death in 1837, he continued a very diligent student, devoting his time mainly to favorite 
points in theology, and preparing for the press several pamphlets, and one or two volumes 
on those topics. 
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In days of old, when sternly 

Upon the tented field, 
Our fathers battled fur their rights, 

Determined not to yield ; 
When, through the precious seed time, 

The rusty plough stood still — 
When bright swords flashed upon the plain, 

And watch fires on the hill ; 

An ardent youth went gaily 

Forth from his loved home then, 
To mingle in the deadly strife, 

With mightj", war-scarred men. 
And fiercely strove the stripling, 

Amid the hosts that won 
The world's applause, at Bunker Hill, 

And far-famed Benningto.i. 
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But lo ! a change came o'er him, 

God's light was round him poured ; 
And there an emblem stood revealed, 

Far mightier than the sword : 
A cross — the cross of Jesus, 

While in a clear sweet tone, 
A voice cried, In hoc vinces, 

" Prevail by this alone." 

The youth flung by his armor, 

And left the battle plain, 
Though many a mail clad warrior 

Besought him to remain ; 
Amid their fond caressings, 

In cold contempt, the same, 
He lifted Love's •white Banner, 

In his Redeemer's name. 

Long years have now been numbered, 

Since in his fervent zeal, 
That youth forever-more renounced, 

The conquering sword's appeal : 
And though the friends beside him, 

In those long years, were few, 
Ko dark forebodings could avail, 

His spirit to subdue. 

Peace to thee ! loved Apostle, 

Thy mission here is o'er ; 
The hateful feuds that blast the earth, 

Shall break thy rest no more. 
Fresh though the flowers are springing, 

Where sleeps thy wasting clay, 
0, fresher far thy name shall bloom, 

As ages roll away. 



Love and peace are special messengers from heaven ; hatred and war 
are emissaries from hell. 

Peace, o'er the world thine olive branch extend, and make the falchion 
to a plough share bend. — Pope. 

As well might the executioner parade his axe or halter, as the soldier 
his sword. — Charming. 

War is full of misery and suffering. It butchers men by the thousand, 
and burie3 them like dogs. 

The spirit, doctrines and precepts of the gospel forbid war. 

One murder makes a villain ; millions, a hero ! — Bp. Porteus. 



